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SATURDAY, MAY 28, 2011

Tiara of Benedict XVI

So many things happened in the past days that this news just slipped me...

***

The close up photos of the papal tiara of Benedict XVI.  Click on the images for more details.
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The photos are from the one who commissioned the tiara, Dieter Philippi.

Here is the news article from CNA

Vatican City, May 25, 2011 / 07:05 pm (CNA/EWTN News).- Pope Benedict XVI did not have a

papal tiara until today. At the May 25 General Audience he was presented with one by the

Catholics of his native Germany.

The man behind the project, Dieter Philippi, met with CNA before the handover ceremony.

“Well, we thought how every Pope in the past had a tiara. Even John Paul II had one. That was a

present from Hungarian Catholics given to him in 1981. So we thought about making a tiara from

German Catholics to hand over to the present Pope.” 

Dieter is from Kirkel in the Saarland region of western Germany. By day he’s a chief executive of a

telecommunications company. In his spare time, though, he’s an avid collector of religious

headgear. In fact, he now has over 500 hats from numerous world religions.  [his website shows a

LOT!]

And it was Dieter who commissioned the tiara from a workshop in the Bulgarian capital of Sophia. 

“They specialize in Orthodox vestments and Orthodox mitres. So they have the knowledge and skill

to make a tiara, because in other countries it’s now very difficult to find craftsmen and women

with the knowledge of how to make a tiara. That’s because it takes such specialist skills.”

The metal used is a mixture of zinc, silver and brass. This made it very malleable when sculpting

fine detail. The stones used are semi-precious. [So none of those liberation theologians in MST and

SVT who cry out foul for wasting money instead of giving it to the poor!  Hey, didn't they copy that

from Judas Iscariot?  No wonder...]

Milka Botcheva, who was part of the team that worked on the project, explained, “When we were

working on it we never expected it would come this far, that it would come to Vatican.” 

“So I’m proud of all of us, all the team. I believe this really is a miracle,” she said. 

The papal tiara was worn by Popes at their coronation between the 14th and 20th centuries. The

last Pope to have a coronation was Pope Paul VI, in 1963. 
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It seems there’s no absolute certainty about the symbolism but during papal coronations the

following words were uttered as the tiara was placed on the Pope’s head:

“Receive the tiara adorned with three crowns and know that thou art Father of Princes and Kings,

Ruler of the World, Vicar of Our Savior Jesus Christ on earth, to whom is honor and glory in the

ages of ages.” 

Pope Benedict, of course, didn’t undergo a coronation. Neither does he have the tiara on his papal

coat of arms. Dieter Philippi, though, would like to see some of the traditions surrounding the papal

tiara revived.

“I think nowadays it would be very difficult because people wouldn’t understand the symbolism of

a coronation … But from my personal view I would be very happy if we had a Pope who

was crowned again like a king or a queen of any other country, yes.” [The pope remains

the sovereign of the Vatican City State.  He is the King of that State.]

His more immediate concern is to find a home for the new papal tiara. There’s a possibility it might

be put on display in at the birthplace of Pope Benedict—Marktl am Inn in Bavaria. 

As for what Dieter planned to say to the Pope today?

“I will tell him that I’m very, very happy that I had the chance to hand the tiara over to him and

that I’m very happy that a German Pope gets a tiara from the German Catholics.”

***

The tiara was a gift from Catholics and Orthodox!

 0

4 comments:

Ben Vallejo said...

The Pope is a very humble soul and likely won't wear any tiara. He beatified John Paul II who

didn't want to be crowned with a tiara either but rather he was invested with the pallium. The

pallium represents the evangelical and pastoral mission of the Bishop of Rome. The pallium

also shows his primacy since all metropolitans receive one from him. For all Christians, the

primacy is the thing that matters. Of course the Pope has temporal authority over the Vatican,

but this need not be emphasized since it will send a wrong signal which may be seen contrary to

the Pope's evangelical mission today.

This tiara may instead be used to crown St Peter's statue in the Basilica during his feast day.

Saturday, May 28, 2011 10:38:00 PM GMT+08:00

achanoah said...

Thats a one nice looking Tiara. i hope that even though the Pope will use it, that will be if he

celebrated a Eastern Rite Liturgy only

Sunday, May 29, 2011 11:10:00 PM GMT+08:00

The Pinoy Catholic said...

Ah! Patriarch Noah as a friend told me about you. :)

Monday, May 30, 2011 8:28:00 AM GMT+08:00

achanoah said...

Hahahahaha yes i am the one who is called "Patriarch" by those who knows me from the

Traditional Movement because of my fascination to the Eastern Rites of the Catholic Church,

nice to talk here with you :)))

Monday, May 30, 2011 11:14:00 PM GMT+08:00
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Prayer to St. Lorenzo Ruiz

Blessing of the Brown Scapular

Read and Compare: Rite of Blessing
of Salt and Water

Rite of Blessing and Imposition of
the Miraculous Medal

St. John Marie Vianney

See any similarities?

Here is the logo of the
Iglesia ni Cristo or of
Manalo.  They have
offered NO

explanation whatsoever as to the
meaning of the logo.   Now lo...

Incorrupt bodies of Saints

This is the body of Blessed
Ildefonso Schuster, the Cardinal -
Archbishop of Milan during World
War II, after his body was exhumed
in prepa...

There is no greater
love than yours: Song
to the Sacred Heart

I grew up as a member
of the youth arm of

the Apostleship of Prayer but never
was inducted or enrolled as a full
fledged member.  I still pr...

Church and government spar over
public crucifixion

QUEZON CITY, Philippines
(UCAN) — San Pedro, scene of
stage crucifixions each Good
Friday, has this year banned
foreigners from taking part ...

Liturgical Vestments
in Manila

The Archdiocese of
Manila website posted
photos of the Blessing

of Liturgica, a shop that sells
Catholic liturgical items in SM
Megamall. ...

Carlos Celdran, we are still
waiting!!!

It has been a week since I issued a
challenge to Carlos Celdran . He
reacted in one of my posts but
haven not in the open challenge I
issue...

Viva Immaculada
Concepcion!

My favorite
representations of our
Lady, The Immaculate

Conception. The traditional one by
Murillo Where she taught us to
pray, "O Mary...

St. Lorenzo Ruiz

In case you are
wondering, my profile
photo shows the
picture of St. Lorenzo

Ruiz, first Pinoy saint and
protomartyr of the Philippines.
He...

Feast of St. Lorenzo
Ruiz and Companion
Martyrs

 Tomorrow
(September 28) is the

feast day of St. Lorenzo Ruiz, proto-
martyr of the Philippines and the

first Filipino saint.  Please say t...
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