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At today's weekly general audience the Holy Father received a new tiara made for him
and presented by Catholic and Orthodox Christians.
The tiara was commissioned by Dieter Philippi (http://www.dieter-philippi.de/), a German
Catholic businessman who has a great devotion to the papacy as well as to the call to
Christian unity.
The tiara was created in Sofia, Bulgaria by Orthodox Christians of the Liturgix studio
(http://www.liturgix.com/).
Today a small delegation of Roman Catholics and Bulgarian Orthodox on pilgrimage in
Rome had the honor to present the tiara to the Holy Father in the name of Christian
unity.
Congratulations to Dieter and to all German Catholics and Bulgarian Orthodox involved
with this wonderful project.
Ut Unum Sint!
DO NA T E

(Images from l'Osservatore Romano).
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5 3 C O M M EN TS:
Anonymous said...
Super!
MAY 25, 2011 7:45 AM
The Saint Bede Studio said...
A very worthy and attractive tiara and felicitations to all who took this initiative. I
would like to think that the Pope might wear it at least once, but realism
suggests otherwise.
I did note the small irony that the coat of arms embroidered on the lappets of the
tiara shews the MITRE and not the triple tiara!
MAY 25, 2011 7:52 AM
Cunjo said...

F EEDJ IT L IV E T RA F F IC F EED

Wow!!!!!! I just can't express my awe!!!! I think ... i'm hanving
..ab....haert..atacck ... .ugh...

Live Traffic Feed

._.__._.___._.____._.____._.___.___.______________.___._______________
_______________________________________________________________
____
I just can't believe this is even possible. <3
MAY 25, 2011 8:01 AM
Anonymous said...
Tasteful and attractive and CLASSIC.
MAY 25, 2011 8:02 AM
Cunjo said...
@The Saint Bede Studio
Concerning the coat of arms. I think they wanted to show him complete respect
and obedience and not appear as too hasty and too traditional....again - i
think...
MAY 25, 2011 8:03 AM
Anonymous said...
W-O-W!
MAY 25, 2011 8:10 AM
dmw said...
Having seen photos of His Holiness put on several hats given him by various
groups as gifts -- a policeman's hat, a fireman's hat, a baseball cap, an Alpine
hat -- too bad he didn't try on the tiara! What a glorious photo that would be.
MAY 25, 2011 8:15 AM
Daniel said...
I do hope he wears it! This is wonderful.
MAY 25, 2011 8:19 AM
Anonymous said...
As FR Z said- 'Pope of Christian Unity'.
MAY 25, 2011 8:22 AM
Martial said...
So what would prevent the Holy Father from wearing this gift? The patriarch of
the Russian Orthodox Church (and other Eastern Orthodox prelates) don't seem
to have any issue with wearing the bejeweled mitres as symbol of their office. So
what is at issue here?
MAY 25, 2011 8:38 AM
Peter said...

A visitor from Sofia, Grad
Sofiya viewed "Caritas in
Veritate: Pope offered a
tiara by German visitors"
12 mins ago
A visitor from Killeen,
Texas viewed "Parrocchia
S. Stefano Protomartire Blog: Corona aurea super
caput eius" 8 hours 4 mins
ago
A visitor from Zaventem,
Vlaams-Brabant viewed
"Caritas in Veritate: Pope
offered a tiara by German
visitors" 4 days 3 hours
ago
A visitor from Kraków,
Malopolskie viewed "The
Pinoy Catholic: Tiara of
Benedict XVI" 4 days 15
hours ago
A visitor from Amarillo,
Texas viewed "Orbis
Catholicus Secundus: The
New Papal Tiara" 4 days
17 hours ago
A visitor from Buffalo,
New York viewed "The
Pinoy Catholic: Tiara of
Benedict XVI" 5 days 11
hours ago
A visitor from Philippines
viewed "The Pinoy
Catholic: Tiara of Benedict
XVI" 9 days 20 hours ago
A visitor from Makati,
Manila viewed "The Pinoy
Catholic: Tiara of Benedict
XVI" 10 days ago

DMW, it would have been silly for him to try it on -- he needs to be wearing
sacred vestments with it.
But COOL. Christmas urbi et orbi?
MAY 25, 2011 8:42 AM

Oops!
Please, accept our apologies, a

Anonymous said...
Very beautiful tiara!
MAY 25, 2011 9:02 AM
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Anonymous said...
The primary issue, I think, is when and where he would wear it. If he would ever
don it, and I highly, highly doubt that we'll ever see it on this particular pontifical
brow, I'd think it would be for the Urbi et Orbi blessing of Easter, where he wears
Eucharistic vestments, as his predecessors did on several occasions, with the
tiara. Other than that, the Tiara was a "secular" vestment utilized only in
processions that also featured the sedia and a whole host of other

E CCLE S I AS TI CAL VE S TM E NTS
AND C LE RGY C LOTHI NG
Bishop, Priest and Deacon Sets of Clothing
Sticharions
Epitrachelions
Under- and Outer-Cassocks
Bishop Mitres

accoutraments that now find themselves in the museums. It is a stunning piece,
yes, wholly befitting the Vicar of Christ, but I fear it will share the same fate as

M ORE:

John Paul II's tiara.
MAY 25, 2011 9:16 AM

Download LITURGIX Products Catalogs
Request the FREE Liturgix CDLog and FREE
Share your ideas, suggestions and experience w

Anonymous said...

Q UI CK L I NKS :

It is a pity that political ideological considerations have precluded the use of this
inspirational symbol by the popes since Paul VI.
MAY 25, 2011 9:20 AM
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Tancred said...
This is awesome, Johnny.
MAY 25, 2011 10:01 AM
Anonymous said...
I hope he wears it. There is no reason on earth why Pope John Paul I stopped
this ancient practice. It is THE symbol of the pope's authority, nothing more
nothing less. It's not vanity or worldly for a pope to wear the customary

You are w elcome to

vestments and other garb that popes have ALWAYS worn for centuries. It's
normal for a pope to wear the triple tiara AND to make use of the
sedia...because that's what popes do. The Vicar of Christ shouldn't be reduced
to wearing a baseball cap because that is what lay men (and unfortunatley,
women) wear. The secular media and the liberal section of the "church" already

B L O G A RCHIV E

▼ 2011 (939)

hate him, I would wear it if only to make them go a little crazy. Even popes need

► June (92)

to laugh so I say wear it and watch the habitless nun's reactions. It might finally

▼ May (177)

drive them out of the Church for good and formally become in name what they
already are in fact, protestants. Would that be a bad thing?

Rome Priestly Ordination in
Usus Antiquior

MAY 25, 2011 10:23 AM

Nuns Who Knew Venerable
Pius XII

Anonymous said...
The Pope wears the tiara after he is crowned with it. Orthodox miters are placed

Entering Rome at the Old
Lateran Gate

on the bishops' heads at their consecrations. After we all stop shivering I

Support Fede & Cultura

suggest you visit the latest tiara in the appropriate museum. Of course we could

Cleaning Rome

hold our breaths.

Lovely Rome Flats

MAY 25, 2011 10:39 AM

Rome Antipendium with
Image of St. Philip Neri

Sam said...

Rome Rooms of St. Philip
Neri (Sacellum S. Philipp...

the problem would be that the tiara was retired.
MAY 25, 2011 10:39 AM

How to Build a Nice, Simple
Church

Kaisar said...

Convents Along Rome
Seashore

God bless our Orthodox brothers for this wonderful gesture. We can't wait to be
united with you in our Eucharistic celebration.

Port of Rome Civitavecchia:
Ave Maria!

www.viewcatholic.blogspot.com
MAY 25, 2011 10:57 AM
Anonymous said...
This tiara will soon be worn - by the statue of St Peter on 29th June.
MAY 25, 2011 10:57 AM

Catholic Culture: HandPainted Paschal Candle
Choir of Rome's Venerable
English College
Blessed John Paul II Banner
in Latin
Tiara Pin

Anonymous said...
Well done, Dieter! And it must have been expensive!
MAY 25, 2011 11:42 AM
Anonymous said...
Another march toward the 11th century. When will the church cast off its
monarchical past in favor of the Jesus-mandated option for the poor? The world

Blessed John Paul II Sign in
Latin
June 6 Rome Conference for
New Pius XII Museum in ...
Catholic Vote on Tiara
Tiara Papae Benedicti XVI
Ex Oriente Lux

starves and a tiara is created in the name of "Christian Unity". Sad. "Go sell

The New Papal Tiara

what you have and give to the poor".

Pope Receives Tiara From
Catholics and Orthodox

MAY 25, 2011 11:55 AM

To...
Anonymous said...
No, a larger tiara is worn by the statue
MAY 25, 2011 12:07 PM

Where to Get Your Church
Supplies
Viva la Tiara!
Front Entrance Door of St.

Anonymous said...
Alleluia!
MAY 25, 2011 12:15 PM

Peter's Basilica
Biretta of Fr. Karol Wojtyla
Cassock of Fr. Karol Wojtyla
Pontifical Institute of

jeanniiie said...
Their generous gift says, "We love you," to the successor of St. Peter and with

Christian Archeology
Papal Throne

gratitude we may add our, "Well said."

Roman Taxi

MAY 25, 2011 1:42 PM

Fiat 500
Rome's Greek Orthodox

Anonymous said...

Pastor

It is unfortunate and a scandal for a man who has so many poor, poor devotees

Beatus Bus

to even be seen accepting such an expensive gift. It's an embarrarssment to

Institute of Christ the King in
Rome

many Catholics, I for one.

MAY 25, 2011 2:01 PM

Lateran Archbasilica Gate
Tiara: Here to Stay

PiusLad said...
I think Anonymous' comment is correct; it would be improper for the pope to

Alms for Rome's Old Pilgrims
Hosptial

wear the tiara until he is formally crowned. Still, we can hope that a future pope

Pope St. Pius X

will revive the Coronation. Brick by brick!
MAY 25, 2011 2:27 PM

A Tutti Auguro una Santa
Domenica!

Anonymous said...

Rome's Best Beach: Santa
Marinella

A march towards the 11th century? Accepting a gift is abandonning the poor.

Spring Flowers in Lazio

Sounds like another misguided liberal dissenter who doesn't pay attention to

Francis of Assisi at the
Lateran Archbasilica

what jesus actually says...
John 12: 3-5

Treasures From the
Preconciliar Papal Liturgy

anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair; and the house was

Treasures From the
Preconciliar Papal Liturgy

filled with the odour of the ointment.

Flabellum

Mary therefore took a pound of ointment of right spikenard, of great price, and

Then one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, he that was about to betray him, said:
Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?

Sediari
Sedia Gestatoria

Remember that story? Apparently the spirit of Judas Iscariot is still alive and well
in the Church, and loves to leave snarky comments on blogs!

Museo Storico Vaticano
(Inside the Lateran
Palace)...

May 25, 2011 3:16 PM

For Your Screensaver

A march towards the 11th century? Accepting a gift is abandonning the poor.
Sounds like another misguided liberal dissenter who doesn't pay attention to

Holy Water Font of St.
Peter's Basilica

what jesus actually says...

Lateran Treaty Guestbook:
February 11, 1929

John 12: 3-5
Mary therefore took a pound of ointment of right spikenard, of great price, and

Room of the Lateran Treaty
Inside Lateran Palace

anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair; and the house was

Cardinal Pacelli

filled with the odour of the ointment.
Then one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, he that was about to betray him, said:
Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?

May Flowers in Vatican
Gardens
Vatican Staircase

Remember that story? Apparently the spirit of Judas Iscariot is still alive and well

Vatican Clock

in the Church, and loves to leave snarky comments on blogs!

See Rome in Style

MAY 25, 2011 3:17 PM

Lateran Palace

The Texan Traditionalist said...

Plaque Needed at Rome
Birthplace of Pius XII

"Another march toward the 11th century. When will the church cast off its
monarchical past in favor of the Jesus-mandated option for the poor? The world
starves and a tiara is created in the name of "Christian Unity". Sad. "Go sell
what you have and give to the poor".

Museo Subito: Palazzo
Pediconi
Museo Subito!
Rome's Collegium Lithuanum

What a cliche liberal quip. Perhaps you should read Mark 14:5-10 and follow the
example of St. Mary Magdalene instead of Judas. The Papal Tiara honors the
office of the Papacy as established by Christ. 11th Century? Perhaps you're
operating off an outdated calender, but the last Pope to wear the tiara was in
the 1960s. There have only been three popes in the entire history of the Church

S. Casimiro (Pontifical...
From Rome: May Devotions
to the Madonna
Modern Rome Church Build
Under Reign of Pope

to not wear the tiara. Wise up and cast aside the baggage of modernist
hypocrisy.
MAY 25, 2011 3:49 PM

Bened...
Tiara Inside the Lateran
Archbasilica

Cunjo said...

New Church Facade in Rome
in Latin

Anonymus 11:55

Hallowed Lateran

I see you have put your all efforts in helping the poor. Don't you know that the
money you spend on the Internet could be used in more noble purposes such

Archbasilica Seen Today

as - helping the poor...

Private Canons Chapel
Attached to Canons
Sacristy ...

Do you think that money isn't already spent on helping those in need? What do

Canons Chapel of St. Peter's

you think is the worlds largest charitable organization?

Basilica

A big plank in your eye buddy...

From the Canons Sacristy of
St. Peter's Basilica: ...

The reason why i don't complain to the Churche's and churchmen's supposed

Veil: Rich with Symbolism

wealth is that i myself don't do much in order to change things around the

and Meaning

globe....

"My Beloved Spouse"

And what's wrong with monarchy if it is based on Catholic foundations?

"The Master is Here and
Calleth Thee." John 11:
2...

MAY 25, 2011 4:02 PM

Ambrosian Rite Vestments
Bingles said...
Beautiful!!! I hope he wears it! In this age, a sign of papal authority and
RESPECT for his office is greatly needed.
MAY 25, 2011 5:56 PM
Anonymous said...
How great that this German businessman did this! It IS the Holy Father's crown.
He MUST wear it! In fact, this one is not even good enough, it needs more gold
and precious stones. Take your crown Holy Father!

Happy Birthday to This Blog:
May 18, AD 2006
Pius XII: "That Beautiful
Smile..."
Prayer Request for Mons.
Angelo Amodeo of the
Mila...
From St. Peter's Basilica:
Knights of Malta

MAY 25, 2011 7:06 PM

From St. Peter's Basilica:
Cardinal Archpriest's C...

Anonymous said...

From St. Peter's Basilica:
Rich Liturgical Life

I think there is some confusion among the posters here. It was that nutter
Montini who gave away the tiara to the UN where it was subsequently sold to a
jewish jeweler in Manhattan. The tiara is the symbol of the power of Christ's
vicar on earth and it will be re established if not by this pope, then with a later
pope. I pray that Pope Benedict will wear it. Deo Gratias!
MAY 25, 2011 7:17 PM

From St. Peter's Basilica:
What a Canon Looks
Like...
Quality Craftsmanship In/For
the Holy of Holies
History in the Making

Anonymous said...
<>

Summorum Pontificum: In
Letter and Spirit
Catholic TV: Gloria.TV

Again, the hermeneutic of discontinuity and rupture. Ideology. Our Lord said,
"Go and sell what YOU have." The patrimony of the Church is not something
any person can have and give away.
MAY 25, 2011 7:51 PM

More Video of Pontifical
Mass at St. Peter's Basil...
3rd Rome Summorum
Pontificum Conference
Declared a...

Anonymous said...
<>

Universae Ecclesiae: Many
Thanks to Mons. Guido
Po...

Sounds familiar . . .

Pontifical Mass in Latin -- St.
Peter's Basilica

"Why has there been this waste of perfumed oil? It could have been sold for

Solemn Pontifical High Mass
- St. Peter's Basilica...

more than three hundred days' wages and the money given to the poor" (Mark
14:4).
"Why was this oil not sold for three hundred days' wages and given to the

Solemn Pontifical High Mass
- St. Peter's Basilica...

poor?" (John 12:5).

Solemn Pontifical High Mass
- St. Peter's Basilica...

"Why this waste? It could have been sold for much, and the money given to the

Solemn Pontifical High Mass
- St. Peter's Basilica...

poor" (Matthew 26:8).
MAY 25, 2011 7:57 PM
Louis E. said...
God is a monarch,a church presuming to govern in God's image must be

Solemn Pontifical High Mass
- St. Peter's Basilica...
Solemn Pontifical High Mass
at Altare della Catted...

MAY 25, 2011 8:25 PM

Third Rome Summorum
Pontificum Conference
Draws La...

Anonymous said...

Third Rome Summorum
Pontificum Conference Is

monarchical...which helps the poor.

To Anonymous having a whinge about the tiara. Have you ever read in Matthew
26:6-13
[6] And when Jesus was in Bethania, in the house of Simon the leper, [7] There
came to him a woman having an alabaster box of precious ointment, and poured
it on his head as he was at table. [8] And the disciples seeing it, had indignation,
saying: To what purpose is this waste? [9] For this might have been sold for
much, and given to the poor. [10] And Jesus knowing it, said to them: Why do
you trouble this woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me.
[11] For the poor you have always with you: but me you have not always. [12]
For she in pouring this ointment upon my body, hath done it for my burial. [13]
Amen I say to you, wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole
world, that also which she hath done, shall be told for a memory of her.

Bigge...
Third Rome Summorum
Pontificum Conference
Hosted a...
FYI: This Sunday at St.
Peter's Basilica - Pontifi...
His Eminence Leo Cardinal
Burke on the Liturgy
Third Rome Summorum
Pontificum Conference
Draws La...

I wonder if you’ve heard that one before? Or do you choose what teachings you

Classic Episcopal Ring

want and don’t want to believe?

Universæ Ecclesiæ!

Also, you should read article 37 of Pope Leo XIII’s Encyclical Rerum Novarum
(it’s pre-Vatican II so I hope it doesn’t scare you too much). Leo XIII was a devout
and traditional Pope who wore the tiara and rode the sedia gestatoria in

Inauguration of Vatican
Radio: February 12, 1931

the destitute in his magisterial teachings.

Vatican Radio Exhibit Inside
Lobby of Vatican Muse...

MAY 25, 2011 8:47 PM

Archangel Gabriel: Heavenly

ceremonies AND was also a great supporter of the working class, the poor and

Patron of Telecommunic...
Anonymous said...
I cannot possibly imagine the context in which Pope Benedict could wear the
tiara. It is a silly gift and attempt to force the pope to do something that he is
unwilling to do and has good reasons why. - Just look at how awkward the poor
Holy Father looks.

Vatican Radio Celebrates 80
Years: 1931 - 2011
"In Nomine Domini!": First
Words Spoken by Pius
XI...

Trad Catholics don't know how to go about things sensibly and force this and

Vatican Radio Plaque in
Latin

other issues too far. They end up biting the hand that feeds them and will never

"Scientiarum Nuncius

be satisfied.

Radiophonicus": Vatican
Radio...

We should try to be on board with Pope Benedict's agenda: with what he does
and also give him the benefit of the doubt when he DOES NOT do or DOES
NOT restore something. He has good reasons and our efforts would be better
spent promoting what he actually in fact promotes rather than gushing about
how pretty he would look with a tiara.
MAY 25, 2011 11:23 PM
Anonymous said...
This post has been removed by a blog administrator.
MAY 26, 2011 1:16 AM
JPJT said...
@Anon: "Another march toward the 11th Century."

From the Vatican: Cappello
Romano Today
Italian Pilgrims Win First
Prize for Zeal
Our Lady of Fatima, Pray for
Us!
Papaboys Today in Rome
Franciscan in the Vatican
with Pileolus
Shoes of Blessed John Paul
II
Santa Maria Maggiore
Wiki Page in Latin

Check out Matthew 26:6-13.

Medley on Latin

MAY 26, 2011 1:46 AM

Rome's 128th Derby
DOMVS AVREA

Fr. Selvester said...
Just as when Bl. John Paul II was given a tiara (and accepted it) I think this was a

Rome's Peacocks Atop the
Caelian Hill Overlooking ...

nice gesture and I'll bet the Holy Father appreciated it too. I don't really foresee

Catholic Spain

it causing him to reverse his decision not to wear one which he took at the time
of the start of his pontificate. The decision not to be crowned (which is still

Ex Oriente Lux!

perfectly legitimate according to the most recent legislation on papal elections)

Catholic Mexico

was, in effect, the decision by Pope Benedict XVI not ever to wear the papal

The Vatican Mosaic Studio

crown. So, I doubt very much that he'll suddenly appear wearing it one day.
Since it is still the symbol of the papacy I'd like to see a return to the former
practice of having the tiara carried in procession when the pope presides at
Mass and other liturgies. Having it carried before him it still fulfills its symbolic
role. I doubt this will happen either.

Where to Rollerblade in
Rome
Catholic Martyr Honored:
Medal of Honor Recipient
...
Catholic Brazil

When Paul VI laid it aside it was seen as an act of charity and collegiality. When
John Paul I refused it then it was seen as a sign of humility. I have always
believed John Paul II WOULD have been crowned but his hand was forced by
the fact that he followed so swiftly after John Paul I who had declined it. Then we
had a very long pontificate without it so it "seems" to be gone.
But, I believe that gestures like this one keep the tiara around in such a way
that, hopefully, a future pope will see a value in reviving its use at least by
wearing it once at his own coronation. We'll see.
MAY 26, 2011 6:58 AM
Johnny Domer said...
I think the following are the principle objections to the tiara; I wrote out my
responses to them. If anyone can think of any other reasons why people dislike

Jag
Catholic USA
Cardinal Archbishop of the
Washington See Takes
Po...
Rome SSPX Chapel of Santa
Caterina da Siena
TCT: Triple Crown Tiara
(Teacher, Ruler, High
Prie...
Summorum Pontificum
Conference in Rome May
13-15

the tiara, or if anyone knows the exact reasons why any of the last 4 Popes

Love the Roman Rite

declined the tiara, it would be interesting to read.

SECOND NATIONAL PROLIFE MARCH IN ROME:
MAY 22 “LI...

Objection 1. It symbolizes the Pope's plenary jurisdiction, with which the

Orthodox disagree; therefore, wearing the tiara is harmful to ecumenical
outreach.

Cinecittà (Cinema City):
Rome's Film Studios
Roman Countryside Today

Response: The point of ecumenical outreach must ultimately be union with the
Catholic Church. We can't change our doctrine regarding the Pope's plenary

Eloquent Witness

jurisdiction to placate the Orthodox; if our ecumenical outreach is successful, it

Unique Witness

means that the Orthodox will have accepted the Pope's authority. Nobody who

Rome Scene

sincerely wants to bind himself to the true teaching of Christ is going to let a hat

Mons. Pozzo Sings High

stand in his way; if he does, he obviously isn't particularly sincere. Furthermore,
Orthodox bishops wear crowns all the time; it could just as well be argued that

Mass at St. Mary Major

the tiara can serve as a symbol of unity between the West and the East.

Mons. Pozzo Sings High
Mass at St. Mary Major

Objection 2. It is a crown, a symbol of earthly authority; we want the Popes not

To Cover Your Tonsure

to be seen as temporal rulers, but rather to be seen as spiritual leaders.

How Do Our Youth Learn
How to Become Good

Response: The tiara was every bit as much a symbol of the Pope's spiritual
authority as it was of the Pope's earthly authority. If the Popes return to it,
couldn't they just mention in a few homilies that the tiara chiefly represents
spiritual authority, and be done with it? Furthermore, the Pope DOES have a
little bit of earthly authority, as the sovereign of Vatican City.

Nuns Tod...
The Habit is a Wedding
Gown
What a Bandeau Looks Like
Rome Scene

Objection 3. Everything that is triumphalist is bad. It is triumphalist. Therefore, it
is bad.

Rome's "Traditional"
Catholics to Make Annual
Pilg...

Response: I don't know what triumphalism means exactly. Liberals tend to

March for Life in Italy

interpret triumphalism so as to delegitimize anything beautiful or cool,
particularly anything that was present in Counter-Reformation art and
architecture. I don't know how a tiara like this one is somehow more triumphalist
than the magnificent vestments and mitres that our Pope regularly wears today.
(As an aside, I also don't understand how the Sedia Gestatoria is more
triumphalist than a $100,000 Mercedez Benz custom-manufactured
Popemobile.)

Latin Classes Offered in
Rome
Holy Sanctuary of Pilgrimage
in Italy Offers Usus ...
Claude Choules (19012011): Requiem!
The *Other* Rome Blognic

Objection 4. Wearing a tiara harms poor people.
Response: By this logic, we should have no beautiful churches, no beautiful
vestments, etc. Other commenters have discussed this point already.

The *Other* Rome Blognic
Declared a Wonderful
Succ...
B is for Biretta

Objection 5. It is opposed to collegiality, which emphasizes the Pope as being a

Magister Adest Et Vocat Te!

member of the college of bishops.

Blessed Rome: Seminarians
from Philippines, Belgiu...

Response: Collegiality properly understood is a practical policy of how the Pope
should act relative to other bishops; however, it doesn't change the fact that the
Pope is categorically different from and superior to all the other members of the
College of Bishops. His jurisdiction is still immediate, plenary, and universal over
all other bishops, all other dioceses, over the entire Church. He can

Annual Rome Display of
Military Might
JPII Beatification Posters All
Across Rome

singlehandedly exercise extraordinary magisterial authority in a way that bishops

Beatvs Ioannes Pavlvs pp. II

can do only in a group united to the Pope. The idea that the Pope can and

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Have
Mercy on Us!

should wear articles of liturgical vesture that distinguish him from other bishops
as being superior to them is one that has a longstanding pedigree. Archbishops
distinguish themselves from lesser bishops by wearing the pallium, and they
have far less authority over their suffragan bishops than the Pope does over all
the other bishops. Since Paul VI gave up the fanon and the tiara, the only things
that have distinguished the liturgical dress of the Pope from that of a normal

Poland: Still Your Time to
Shine
Martino of the Holy Roman
Church

bishop have been the two pallia worn by Pope Benedict.

Bride of Christ

MAY 26, 2011 5:07 PM

Papal Knight from Nigeria
Catholic Africa: Hope of the

Saint Peter said...

Church!

I love all the railing here against Christ's vicar on Earth receiving a crown. My

Pilgrim

goodness there sure is fear that the Holy Father might actually put on his tiara. I

Casket of Blessed John Paul
II Seen Today in the V...

see everything from bible verses to "laying it aside for charity".
The Pope is Christ's representative on Earth, the Vicar of Christ. All power flows
through the Pope because this is the way our Lord Jesus established his
Church on earth. You bible quoters, go check out Matthew 16:18, read it and

Priestly Identity
The Dublin Choral
Foundation

weep.

Bishop Sheen at the Dublin
Eucharistic Congress

The Holy Father is Christ's vicar and he will (or his successor will) put on his

From Dublin: Where St.

rightful Crown. Before he does, let us add another $20 million or so in precious
stones.
MAY 26, 2011 9:12 PM
Roderick Alvernaz said...
This post has been removed by the author.
MAY 26, 2011 9:59 PM
Roderick Alvernaz said...
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► March (182)
► February (189)
► January (138)

I think the gift of the tiara especially remarkable as it comes from a group made
up of Catholics and Orthodox Christians. It was clearly a gesture of honor and a

► 2010 (1808)

sign of hoped-for unity.

► 2009 (672)

I like what Fr. Selvester has shared, especially in his last paragraph.
And I too would like to see the tiara, at least, carried in procession.
My congratulations to Dieter Philippi, and the German Catholics and Bulgarian
Orthodox who were brought together for this endeavor. The tiara is a brilliant
success!
MAY 26, 2011 10:31 PM
Anonymous said...
We should do a campaign to raise funds and give the Holy Father with a tiara.
Papal Tiara next Urbi et Orbi blessing already!
MAY 27, 2011 5:58 AM
Anonymous said...
This is wonderful! Perhaps unifying the date of Easter is not too far away!! That
would truly put an end to all Christian division, when all Christians celebrate the
Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ, together as one flock, on one date!!!
MAY 27, 2011 6:35 AM
Anonymous said...
I tend to agree with the comments of Father Selvester (whose absence from the
blogosphere is regretted) and believe that Pope Benedict will never wear said
Tiara since he so clearly went one step further than his predecessors in
rejecting an accoutrement which to me had become historically untenable.

F O L L O W ERS

I also agree with Fr since I spoke to the late Cardinal Martin (former prefect of
the Apostolic Palace) and he stated that Bl. John Paul II would probably have
taken the Sedia, used the Papal "we" and been crowned with the Tiara, etc. if
his predecessor had not done so in his very short Pontificate.
MAY 27, 2011 8:55 AM
Tancred said...
Wow, John, look at all the Reds commenting on your blog, that's a good sign
you're sticking it to them. Good work.
MAY 27, 2011 9:52 AM
Peterman said...
"Pope Benedict will never wear said Tiara since he so clearly went one step
further than his predecessors in rejecting an accoutrement which to me had
become historically untenable. "
If this is what Fr Sylvester believes his absence from the blogosphere is a good
thing, please join him.
MAY 27, 2011 8:44 PM
Anonymous said...
Millions of people visit the Vatican, and donate to the ppor as a direct result of
their Pilgrimage. If the Vatican sold off everything they own, and gave it to the
poor, in a decades time there would be nothing left. No more Pilgrimages,
tourists etc. There would be nothing to see, resulting in less donations and
support. Like it or not it is the beauty of such objects that draw people to them.
Which in turn creates generous donations to the poor. It is a cycle. Beautiful
new additions are not only appropropriate but necessary to keep alive the
beauty of Tradition and the continuing lure to people of all Faiths decending on
the Vatican. These things inspire people. You don't have to agree but it is so. I
think the Holy Father should use the Tiara once on a while as well. Allowing it to
continue to organically develop in form and use. It was wrong to put a halt to it.
MAY 28, 2011 10:33 AM
Fr. Selvester said...
@Peterman:
a) I am NOT absent from the blogoshpere. You can find me at
www.omniapost.blogspot.com
b) you have MISTAKENLY attributed someone else's quote and the sentiment it
expresses to me. Please do not put words in my mouth, especially when you get
them WRONG. What I believe is written in my own comment NOT in someone
else's.
c) If you're going to criticize other commenters on this blog then at least have
the courtesy to pay attention to the correct spelling of their names. My name is
spelled S-E-LVESTER not with a "Y".
MAY 28, 2011 12:24 PM

Anonymous said...
I think that the fanon would, theoretically, be easier to revive during the current
pontificate.
The next one, on the other hand, will be a totally different matter.
On a matter of design, wasn't the shell of the tiara supposed to be cloth of silver
(or a fine silver mesh)? The gift seems to be gilt or gold throughout.
If somebody wanted to revive a more esteemed tiara that would have been
kinder to an older man's brow, a second papier mache one would not have been
out of place. Several popes wore one before it was retired due to wear and tear,
as well as a comment about the indignity of wearing crushed paper. Yet even
that might not be worn just yet.
MAY 29, 2011 11:31 PM
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